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Lesson Plan:  EAL Poetry from the First World War 

 

Objectives:  

 To read and understand the structure of a range of poems 

 To deepen understanding of the First World War, its impact and legacy 

 To recognise a range of linguistic features used to create meaning in poetry, 

including simile, metaphor, alliteration, rhyme, personification, repetition. 

 Learn how to choose words to explore and construct meaning 

 

Resources: 

Range of poems in the Never Such Innocence resource, available for free – download in full 

here, or request two free hardcopies by emailing enquiries@neversuchinnocence.com.  

 

Optional activities: 

 Show pupils visual cues like pictures and paintings from various aspects of the First 

World War. Have your pupils work in groups to list words that describe how it makes 

them feel and words they could use to describe the picture. Share as a group, writing 

down new words as they hear them.  

o Teacher might use this to stimulate specific useful phrases and words for 

thinking about the First World War: trenches, war, battle etc. 

o Various evocative images can be found in the NSI resource booklet such as the 

painting of an injured soldier on page 115 or images of the destruction of 

Belgium on page 34. 

 Read aloud or have pupils read aloud Sean Thackwray’s short poem What Happens 

Next – a winning poem from the 2014 Competition. Ask pupils to come up with words 

to describe how it makes them feel. More advanced pupils might consider who is 

writing it and why: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens next? by Sean Thackwray 

What happens next 

Will our lips meet again? 

I long to feel you 

But know in my heart this could be the end! 

Are you listening my darling? 

There is hate and selfishness, 

But I’m only full of love and hope! 
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 Read a wide range of poems, perhaps in small groups 

o Poems from different countries, e.g. The Gift of India on p.53, After the Speeches 

About The Empire on p.59 or War on p.33 

o Poems written by members of the armed forces, e.g. The Song of Tiadatha on 

p.29, Dulce et Decorum Est on p.100,  To My Daughter Betty on p. 73, or Years 

Ahead by Guy Pocock on p.82 

o Poems written by those at home, e.g. To My Mother on p.94, Kaiser Bill on p. 92, 

or The Wind on the Downs on p.121 

o Some of the poems written by children for the Never Such Innocence 

competition (download using the following links: 2014 Winners Booklet; 

2015/16 Winners Booklet; 2016/17 Winners Booklet) 

 Discuss in groups: how do the poems make the pupils feel? Ask pupils to share which 

poem they liked the most and why 

 Ask pupils to list ways the poems are different from other poems they might have 

read. Discuss if any of the following rules of poetry can be linked to what you have 

read:  

1. Write about what you know and have experienced 

2. Ask yourself at the end of every line, ‘Do I really need all these words? What 

are the ones that carry power, and what are the ones that are padding?’  

3. Remember you don’t have to write in complete sentences in the poetry – 

there are no restrictions 

4. Never use a word just because it rhymes, and remember rhythm is as 

important in poetry as rhyme 

5. Think images! Images are pictures that tell a story 

 Give each pupil a photocopy of a poem or excerpt from a poem. In groups, tell pupils 

to underline or highlight different features in the text: descriptive language, repetition, 

rhyme, similes etc. Then get class to share what they have found and each pupil can 

mark their own photocopy with these different features 

o To make this more vivid, you could also use song lyrics from songs and play 

them in class while the pupils work. Good songs might be Edward Elgar’s Cello 

Concerto, Keep the Home Fires Burning or There’s a Long, Long Trail 

 Discuss the importance of word choice – how does the author use different words to 

make the reader understand their feelings or mood? What makes an interesting or 

memorable word choice? 

 Ask pupils to make lists of words that they associate with a topic or a feeling – start by 

asking pupils to list words associated with the chosen topic and display on whiteboard 

or large sheet of paper. In groups, get pupils to come up with words that might rhyme 

with words on this list. Possible topics include: 

o The War in the Skies (pp. 68-71) 

o The War at Sea (pp. 82-85) 

o Spies (pp. 78-81) 

http://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
http://neversuchinnocence.com/articles/download/820
http://neversuchinnocence.com/articles/download/1035
http://neversuchinnocence.com/articles/download/1418
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o The Salonika Campaign (p28-29) 

o Wartime work (pp. 88-89) 

o Broader topics like leaving home, losing a loved one, fighting, feeling scared, 

being brave, coming back home, missing someone, feeling angry, feeling 

grateful 

 

Plenary 

Peer review, share good work and bring the best sentences together into stanzas to create a 

group poem commemorating the centenary. 
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