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Lesson Plan:  Peace and homecoming 

Objectives:  

 To read and understand the structure of a range of poems 

 To deepen understanding of the end of First World War, its impact and legacy 

 To recognise a range of linguistic features used to create meaning in poetry, 

including simile, metaphor, alliteration, rhyme, personification, repetition 

 Learn how to choose words to explore and construct meaning 

 Write a poem on the themes of peace and homecoming   

Competition tip: Why not think outside the box? The judges will be looking for originality so 

perhaps direct your students to focus on an uplifting tone in their writing.  

Resources: 

Never Such Innocence resource, available for free – download in full here, or request two free 

hardcopies by emailing enquiries@neversuchinnocence.com.  

Teacher’s presentation featuring all poems mentioned below with extra notes: download from 

our website here. 

 

Possible activities: 

 Read a wide range of poems about the First World War to see what the War was like 

for different people, perhaps in small groups  

o War by Nikolai Gumilev on p.33  

o An Answer to a Cavalry Charger by Helena Robinson on p. 25 

o The Gift of India by Sarojini Naidu on p.53 

o To My Daughter Betty by Tom Kettle on p. 73  

o Years Ahead by Guy Pocock on p.82 

o Take Me Back to Dear Old Aussie, a soldier song on p. 54 

o To My Mother by Anne Page on p.94 

 Discuss in groups: 

o What makes the language of your chosen poem interesting and/or surprising? 

o Does this poem help you understand more about the First World War?  

o How do you think the poet felt about the War? 

o How might the poet have felt in 1918 when the War ended? 

 Ask pupils to share which poem they liked the most and why 

 How are the poems you have read the same/different? Is there just one viewpoint on 

the war? 
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 Discuss the importance of word choice – how does the author use different words to 

make the reader understand their feelings or mood? What makes an intriguing or 

memorable word choice? 

Writing a poem 

 Ask pupils to think about 1918 when the war was ending, and the process of 

‘demobilisation’  

o Explain that getting everyone home was a complicated task, and that many 

people didn’t actually see their loved ones until 1919 or even later 

 Explain that 19th July 1919 was named ‘Peace Day’ (see p.118).  Big victory parades 

took place and the Cenotaph was unveiled in London.  

o This was supposed to be temporary, but was so popular it became a permanent 

monument – why do pupils think it was popular?  

o Discuss the reasons for why we memorialise those that died during the First 

World War 

 Ask pupils to think about how different people might have felt at the end of the War 

o Use experiences they can relate to e.g. reaching home after a long day at school, 

seeing a friend or family member after they have been away, feeling a bad 

experience has ended 

 Organise the group’s ideas into four categories of feelings  

o e.g. sad, victorious, grieving, relieved 

o Have pupils write down five words they associate with each category 

 Create a master list / mind-map on the whiteboard or large sheet of paper 

o Pick out any words that rhyme 

 Ask pupils to come up with sentences that end with one of the rhyming words 

Plenary 

Peer review, share good work and bring the best sentences together into stanzas to create a 

poem.  You can either ask pupils to each write their own poem, or work together as a group / 

class to include everyone’s ideas. 
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