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Lesson Plan:  A New Kind of Warfare/Munitions  

Objectives:  

 To read and understand the structure of a range of poems 

 To deepen understanding of the First World War, its impact and legacy 

 To understand how artists convey a mood or feeling, or describe an event 

  To better understand the technological and societal changes that occurred 

during the war years 

 To recognise a range of linguistic features used to create meaning in poetry, 

including simile, metaphor, alliteration, rhyme, personification, repetition. 

 Learn how to choose words to explore and construct meaning 

Resources: 

Range of poems and resources in the Never Such Innocence resource, available for free – 

download in full here, or request two free hardcopies by emailing us via 

enquiries@neversuchinnocence.com.  

 

Possible activities using the Never Such Innocence resource: 

 Present visual cues such as pictures of a gas cooker, modern aeroplanes, and factories. 

Give pupils a few minutes to discuss how these topics could be related to the First 

World War. Ask pupils to share their ideas with the whole class.  

 

 Using the image of the First World War soldier on page 15, place it on the board to 

compare with a picture of a modern soldier and / or a soldier from 100 years previous 

to 1914. What is different? What is the same? 

 

 Have pupils look at the Shell Making- Edinburgh painting on page 88 of the Never Such 

Innocence resource. What can they see? What might they be making? How could it be 

related to the First World War? 

o For older pupils, this could lead to discussing why there are only women in the 

factory, or link to previous study of the Suffragettes. 

o You could also use Women Working in a Gas Retort House on page 77. 
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 Have pupils look at the painting Gassed on page 76 without telling them the title. After 

pupils have discussed how it makes them feel and what they think it shows, reveal the 

title. How does this change how the pupils feel about the painting? Does it reveal 

something new? 

 

 Get the pupils to give some ideas about new technology that they have seen in their 

lives. Once you have a few ideas, get the class to decide if they are positive or negative 

examples. Introduce the idea that technological change can be a good and bad thing. 

 

 Use the paintings Women Working in a Gas Retort House on page 77 and Shell Making – 

Edinburgh on page 88. Compare and analyse them: how do they present the same topic 

differently? 

o Give pupils some hints to focus on: use of colour, light and dark, how it makes 

them feel, what they think the painter felt about the war. 

 

 Split the class into small groups, have each group study a different aspect of change in 

the First World War: this could include the use of gas (page 14), a soldier’s equipment 

(page 15), artillery and tanks (page 16), wartime work (pages 68-71) and advancements 

in medicine (page 108-109)  

o Each group could create a poster or make a dramatic presentation to show how 

much things changed. 

o Pupils could note down the three biggest changes in their area, and then do a 

jigsaw-style activity where pupils share the changes they have studied with 

other pupils.  

o Have each group in a corner of the classroom to argue for why their changes 

during the war were the most significant or important. Pupils could move 

between corners if they change their mind during the debate. 

 

 Poems in the resource such as Munitions (page 95) and Diane Paynter’s poem on page 

111 contain vivid imagery related to women working in the war effort. 

o Pupils could look at the word choices made and the images used, considering 

how they portray the war from different perspectives. 

o Give pupils their own copy of the poems and get them to underline examples 

of different linguistic techniques like metaphors, similes and rhyme. 

o Without giving the pupils any information on the poets or their backgrounds, 

have pupils make guesses about who the poets were and their experiences. 

o Discuss how the poems make the pupils feel and how they are different. 
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 Use visual cues such as A Gun Hospital (page 16), Tanks (page 16), Heath Robinson’s 

cartoon (page 69), Lieutenant Warneford’s Great Exploit (p. 68), Maurice Farman’s 

painting (page 70),Women Working in a Gas Retort (page 77) and Gassed and Wounded 

(page 109). 

 Get pupils to pick one person shown in these images and write down words to 

describe that person. This could include what they are doing, why they are doing it, 

how they might be feeling or what they might be thinking. 

For older pupils, talk about how the artist might have felt about the War and new 

technology? 

o You could also do the same with just one painting and have all pupils 

discussing their ideas.  

 

Creating Poetry 

 List the words and ideas pupils have about the images they have seen. Together come 

up with some rhyming words. Remind them of Dr Martin Stephen’s five rules for 

poetry  

 Pupils can then get started on writing their own poems and ideas, which could be 

from a first-person perspective or from their own 

o Discuss the importance of word choice – how can they use different words to 

make the reader understand their feelings or mood?  

 Alternatively, pull together some of the key words and phrases to make one class 

poem about different experiences of the First World War 

 

Creating Artwork 

 Ask pupils to think about what they’ve learned about the First World War, and what it 

might have been like to see some of the new technological inventions for the first time 

 Invite pupils to think about one of the topics, and create a piece of artwork about it: 

o Wartime Work (pages 88-89),  

o Equipment (pages 14-15),  

o Weaponry and tanks (pages 16-17),  

o Gas in warfare (page 14),  

o The War in the Skies (pages 68-71), 

o New Advancements in Medicine (page 108-109) 

 Encourage them to think about how they use colour, light and dark, and how they 

show different people 

 Make it clear that all mediums are welcome – pencil, paints, pastels, photography 

 Remind them of Caroline de Peyrecave’s top tips for creating artwork 

 Encourage students to think about the title of their work, and how it can explain or 

convey meaning 

http://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
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Plenary ideas 

 Peer review some poetry / artwork. How do they make students feel? 

 

 Make a judgment line from one end of the classroom to the other: were all the 

technological changes in the First World War good or bad?  Have pupils justify their 

position on the line, and then encourage them to express their view creatively. 

 

 

 

We would love you to send us any work that is produced!  Our poetry, art, and song 

competition has now closed but we will still be delighted to see any work and to hear how our 

resources have been used. If you have any feedback or ideas about the resource or this lesson 

plan please get in touch!   

Email: enquiries@neversuchinnocence.com    Tel: 0207 836 2603  
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