
Glossary

Allied powers Initially consisted of France, Britain and Russia, but later expanded to  
include Italy and the United States among others.

Anzac The collective name for the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps.

Armistice Agreement of ceasefire. The Armistice came into effect on 11 November 1918 at 11.00, and is 
remembered annually.

Bismarck Archipelago A small group of islands off the coast of Papua New Guinea.

Cavalry The unit of the army that fought on horseback.

Censorship The suppression of public or other forms of free speech by the government.

Central powers Initially consisted of Germany and Austro-Hungary, but later expanded to include Bulgaria and 
The Ottoman Empire.

Christmas Truce On the first Christmas of the War, the Allied and Central powers put down their arms and held  
a temporary truce. As well as singing carols, there was supposedly a football game played! 

Comradeship The friendship between men and women who shared the risks of war.

Conscription Compulsory enlistment into the armed forces.

Convalescence Time spent recovering from illness.

Convoy A group of boats travelling together in a protective formation.

Dogfights Aerial fights between warplanes. 

Eastern Front The war fought to Germany’s east, stretching from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea.

Ergotherapy A therapy approach taken that involved taking part in meaningful activities, such as working in 
schools.

Gangrene A condition where reduced blood supply leads to decomposition of tissue.

Gas attack Poisonous gas, such as chlorine or mustard gas, was used as a weapon in the  
First World War. To combat gas attacks both sides issued gas masks for protection.

German New Guinea Germany’s first colonial outpost, consisting of north-eastern New Guinea and some surrounding 
Islands.

Ghillies Gamekeepers from the Scottish Estates that taught marksmanship, stealth and camouflage.

Gudwara Sikh place of worship.

Hackles A group of hairs on a dog’s back that stand on end when the dog is nervous. 

Hindenburg Line A German defensive system behind the front lines, reaching  
from Vailly on the Aisne to Tilloy, supported by forts and tanks.

Infantry The unit of the army that fought on horseback.

Internment camp Used to detain enemy aliens, prisoners of war and political prisoners, often without trial 

Mobile war Warfare that more closely resembled earlier battles and was not confined to permanent trenches.

Mobilise When a country is getting ready to fight, for example moving troops.



Morale The confidence and enthusiasm felt by citizens with regard to the war.

Munitions The weapons and ammunition used in war.

Naval Race The period where Germany and Britain competed to have the largest navy through ship building.

Pacifist An individual who believes that war is not justifiable or right.

Pals battalions Lord Kitchener’s recruitment campaign, where men could enlist with their friends and be sure to 
serve with them.

Post-Traumatic  
Stress Disorder 

A disorder caused by a traumatic event where symptoms can include anxiety, flashbacks and 
nightmares (otherwise known as shell shock).

Propaganda Information put out by an interest group to further their aims and persuade public opinion to their 
cause.

Reconnaissance An information gathering mission.

Referendum A general vote by the entire population on a single political question which has been referred to 
them for a direct decision.

Regiment A permanent unit of an army typically commanded by a Lieutenant-Colonel and divided into 
several companies, squadrons, or batteries and often into two battalions.

Reparations The money that Germany was ordered to pay back as compensation for the war in the Treaty of 
Versailles, considered by many to be intentionally excessive.

Semaphore messages A way of sending messages by using two flags held in different positions to signify the alphabet.

Short Magazine  
Lee Enfield rifle 

Often shortened to SMLE, this was the most common rifle issued to British troops. This rifle was 
designed to be reliable and accurate.

Stalemate A situation where neither side in a conflict is able to win.

Suffragette A woman seeking the right to vote through organised protest.

Suing for Peace An attempt to negotiate a peace agreement without resorting to surrender.

Theatre of war The entire area, be it land, sea or air that is involved in war operations.

Total War A war which is unrestricted in terms of the weapons used, the territory or combatants involved, or 
the objectives pursued, especially one in which the accepted rules of war are disregarded.

U-boat German submarines armed with torpedoes that could operate below the sea and on the surface.

Undivided India When referring to India during the First World War, this includes modern day India, Pakistan, 
Burma (Myanmar), Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

Victoria Cross The highest military decoration issued to those in the British Empire.

Wadi An Arabic term referring to a dried out riverbed.

War Savings Certificates A way for ordinary people to contribute financially to the war effort, these offered an attractive tax-
free return on small investments of up to 500 pounds.

Western Front The war fought to Germany’s west in Belgium and France.

Women’s Land Army A British organisation encouraging women to work farms usually tended to by men. 

Zeppelins Rigid German air ships made of covered metal and filled with gas.


