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Never Such Innocence  

5 tips for writing your speech from Louise Third MBE!  

Louise runs her own business in Public Relations advice and mediation.  She coaches speakers of all ages and 

mentors young entrepreneurs, and has years of experience writing and delivering speeches for all kinds of 

audiences.  Louise was awarded an MBE in 2016, for services to enterprise and charity. 

 

Louise’s top tips for budding speechwriters:  

1. Choose a topic you feel strongly about. This could be a solution to a conflict situation, an 

occasion you want to commemorate, or a person who has been involved in a conflict and 

has inspired positive change. This is your chosen subject. 

  

Here are a few ideas: 

• Why have people have stopped listening to each other? 

• Conflict on today’s streets – my ideas for tackling knife crime 

• What can we learn from history to avert conflict in the future? 

 

2. Decide what you want your listeners to do or feel as a result of your speech. This is the 

purpose of your words and how you say them. It determines the content and style of your 

speech. 

 

For example, are your words intended to be motivating, inspiring, informative, persuasive 

or simply entertaining? 

 

3. Build the structure using three key principles; Aristotle’s ‘Logos, Ethos, Pathos’ provide 

you with a good place to start. That means you gather the facts (logos), you explain why 

the subject is important to you (ethos), and you use storytelling to build emotion (pathos). 

It’s amazing how this combination will move people to action 

 

4. Write your speech as if in a conversation to engage your listeners. This means using short 

phrases, rhetorical questions, repetition, contrasts, use of ‘we’, and lists of three.   All the 
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great speeches use these techniques, and more, for impact – so read a selection of the 

world’s greatest speeches to get a feel for their use of words and the rhythm they create. 

 

Contrasts 

‘I stand here before you not as a prophet but as a humble servant of you, the people’ – Nelson 

Mandela 

 

Repetition 

‘Instead I will ask the media to start treating the crisis as a crisis. Instead I will ask the people around 

the world to realize that our political leaders have failed us.’ – Greta Thunberg  

 

Phrase reversals  

‘Let us never negotiate out of fear, but let us never fear to negotiate’ – John F. Kennedy 

 

Lists of three 

‘Government of the people, by the people, for the people’ – Abraham Lincoln 

 

 

5. Practice your speech alone, then into a recorder, and finally to a selective audience to get 

their reaction. Review and tweak the speech until you are really happy with it. Then 

review again to be absolutely sure. 

 

Enjoy every moment as you share your carefully-crafted words with others, and marvel at the 

impact! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entering the Never Such Innocence Competition  

Anyone aged 9-18 is invited to submit speeches to the Never Such Innocence Competition.  This is 

an opportunity to reflect on conflict throughout the ages, so your speech can be responding to any 

conflict up to and including the present day.   

You can work individually, or as part of a group, and you can enter as an individual or as part of a 

school / group.  Entries can be submitted online, or by post. 

For more info and to submit your entry, visit: www.neversuchinnocence.com/2019-20-competition 

http://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/1990/02/12/world/south-africa-s-new-era-transcript-mandela-s-speech-cape-town-city-hall-africa-it.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1990/02/12/world/south-africa-s-new-era-transcript-mandela-s-speech-cape-town-city-hall-africa-it.html
https://www.fridaysforfuture.org/greta-speeches
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XhlWSdrOuys
http://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.htm
http://www.neversuchinnocence.com/2019-20-competition
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Where to get some inspiration online 

https://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.html 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03f3v3w 

https://www.bigissue.com/culture/books/the-greatest-speeches-never-made/ 

 

Books 

Lancaster, Simon, Speech Writing: The Expert Guide, Hale Expert Guides 2017 

Leith, Sam, You Talkin’ to me? Rhetoric from Aristotle to Obama, Profile Books 2012 

West, Christopher, Perfect Written English, Random House 2008 

Atkinson, Max, Lend Me Your Ears, London: Vermillion 2004 

Heller, Richard, High Impact Speeches, London: Pearson Education Ltd. 2003 

MacArthur, Brian ed, The Penguin Book of Twentieth-Century Speeches, London, Penguin 

Books 1993  

Sebag-Montefiore, Simon, Speeches that Changed the World, London: Quercus Publishing Ltd 

2005 
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