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Larbert High School – Case Study 
 
Larbert High School won our UK-German Centenary project Together which invited young 
people from Germany and the UK to draw on the events of the First World War and create 
messages of hope and unity and were invited to a special event at the British Embassy in Berlin in 
November 2018 as their prize. After visiting Berlin in 2018, pupils and staff from Larbert High 
School were so inspired by their trip to Berlin and Never Such Innocence’s (NSI) new project, 
Giving Children and Young People a Voice on War, that when they returned to their school they 
began to encourage other pupils and departments to get involved.  
 
Following this trip, the Art and Design department chose the theme of Architecture, and decided 
to research architecture from war-torn areas such as Syria, and create tonal portraits within 
architectural backgrounds. The pupils were encouraged to research this current conflict and use 
text and statements from New Articles for inspiration for their final pieces. Although the project 
began in the Art and Design Department, other departments were quick to get involved and 
encourage a wide-ranging set of pupils to start thinking about conflict, and use a variety of 
methods to respond. 

 
Pray for Aleppo by Pupils from S2 (ages 13-14). This is collaborative piece looking at architecture and conflict 
with a particular focus on Syria. 

http://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/architecture?src=hash
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NSI and Larbert High School maintained a strong positive relationship with each other through 
email and social media. Larbert continued to create poignant and thought-provoking work in 
response to and in support of NSI’s new project. Larbert High School and NSI organised an event 
at the School to showcase the variety of works created by the pupils and to hold workshops to 
inspire and create more pieces.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The event very much became a pilot for the next phase of NSI, as we asked pupils from all across 
the school to get involved. The event brought together pupils from different age groups with 
different interests, as there were such a broad range of activities available. The pupils’ ages varied 
from 11 to 17, and there were 15 departments involved. 
 
1. School of Media 
2. English 
3. Dance (Health and Wellbeing)  
4. Humanities (RMPS) 
5. Community Art- Junior school 
6. Art and Design 
7. Community Art- senior school 
8. Photography  
9. Drama 
10. ASN- Autism Unit 

A photograph that was taken on the morning of the event, 
inspired by Carol Anne Duthies poem “The War 
Photographer”. S3 and senior pupils (Ages 14-17) 

Portrait of a Syrian Refugee. Pupil, aged 14 

http://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
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11. School of Rock and Pop 
12. Music 
13. Music Technology 
14. Amnesty Group  
15. Languages Faculty 
 
The day began with an assembly, with a video message from Lady Lucy French, and Art teacher 
Miss McAinsh talking about the collaboration with NSI and the future project. The pupils who 
were invited to the Awards Ceremony in Berlin also gave a presentation about their trip and 
what they had learned, and performed some new songs they had written about conflict. 
 
The rest of the morning consisted of pupils learning about conflict in their workshops, and 
creating or rehearsing their pieces in response to this difficult topic.  A filmmaker recorded parts 
of all the workshops, and pupils also had the opportunity to speak on camera about why they 
created their work, and why they think it’s important to reflect on conflict. 
 
After lunch, the pupils involved with the day’s activities (140 in total) were invited to the lecture 
theatre to watch the showcase. During the afternoon, most pieces that were created that during 
the morning workshops were showcased, including a drama production improvised earlier that 
day, artwork, dance, poems, a speech and some short films – all about the individual’s/group 
thoughts on conflict. The event was closed with a song that was written on the day by the pupils 
of Larbert, in a workshop led by a fellow pupil with the help of a local Folk Duo, Trystin Folk.  
 

 
 
The day involved pupils of all ages and all talents and coming together in a great way to pilot the 
new Never Such Innocence project, Giving Children and Young People a Voice on Conflict. 
 

 

Pupils participating in an intergenerational pupil lead 
song writing workshop. Ages 11-16 

 

Who am I? Who are you? 

We’re all the same, I can’t see your point of view 

Reach out a hand, I’ll help you through 

Standing together in each other’s shoes 

Lyrics from the song writing workshop. 
 

http://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
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Destination: Kos 

By Andrew Jones, aged 16 
 

Defacing the Garden of Eden. 
I snarled at the boy: “You shouldn’t be here!” 

“I’m going right now,” and his voice shook with fear. 
“What were you doing? Were you trying to steal?” 

“No! Just looking for scraps, not even a meal. 
I’m starving,” he whispered, 

And I knew it was true 
From his skeletal frame to ghastly hue. 

“You don’t look Greek,” I said with a sneer. 
He paused then replied “I don’t come from here. 

I left my land Syria long ago, 
On a nightmare journey, long and slow. 
My brother and I in a ramshackle boat 
With so many others how did it float? 

We live in the trees, 
We wait for our mother, 

She didn’t have money to pay for another. 
If we’re caught there, we’ll be moved away, 

So to find her again, here we must stay. 
Please keep my secret I’m begging you to.” 

But before he had asked me, I knew what to do. 
I had plenty of practise saving stray cats, 

As my parents did nothing bar eat and relax. 
“Meet me here later,” I said with a smile. 

“I’ll bring you food – could you wait for a while? 
My name is Andrew by the way.” 

“Mine is Tareq and thanks I’ll stay.” 
      

     [EXTRACT] 

http://www.neversuchinnocence.com/

