
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.neversuchinnocence.com 

Registered Charity No. 1156148 | Company No. 8680319 

Lesson Plan:  Conscientious Objectors 

Objectives:  

 To deepen understanding of the First World War, its impact and legacy – 

specifically conscientious objectors 

 To consider the First World War from multiple perspectives 

 To read and understand the structure of a range of poems 

 To view and compare different kinds of artwork 

 

Resources: 

Range of poems and resources in the Never Such Innocence resource, available for free – 

download in full here, or request two free hardcopies by emailing us via 

enquiries@neversuchinnocence.com.  

Accompanying Teacher’s Presentation, also available on our website here 

 

Possible activities  

 To start your lesson, ask pupils: do they think people should be made to fight for their 

country? Have pupils form a physical judgment line based on how much they agree or 

disagree with the statement. 

 You can bring this back as a plenary to see if pupils’ views have changed after 

learning about conscientious objectors during the war. 

 

 Use the Richmond Castle graffiti (page 97 of the NSI resource) as a visual lesson 

starter. What can they tell from the picture? What do they think it means?  

 This could be a way to get pupils to think empathetically about the war: what 

kind of person do they think wrote this? Why might they have written it? 

 Then explain: Richmond Castle, Yorkshire, was a base for the Northern 

companies of the Non-Combatant Corps. Most men based here took part in 

non-combatant work to assist the war effort, but some refused and were 

detained in the Castle cells – where some of their graffiti still survives. 

 

 Give pupils an example of a school rule that they might think is obviously unfair i.e. 

no talking at lunchtime. Have pupils discuss in smaller groups then come together in a 

class discussion: what is the best way to protest? 

 You could use different pictures of people protesting: which way do pupils 

think is most effective? 

 

 

http://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
http://neversuchinnocence.com/view/nsi_competition_resources_
mailto:enquiries@neversuchinnocence.com
https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/in-the-classroom/
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 Using the information on pages 8-9 and 96-97 of the NSI resource, get pupils to note 

down the different reasons people objected to or refused to serve in the First World 

War. 

 More able pupils might make a judgment for themselves as to what they think 

is an acceptable reason to object or not. 

 

 Using the details on pages 96 and 97 of the resource as well as the pictures and details 

about life in detention in places like Richmond Castle available from English Heritage 

and the Peace Pledge Union.  

 How does life in these prisons compare to life for soldiers in the trenches? Do 

pupils think it’s right for conscientious objectors to live in these conditions? 

 This could lead in to a poetry-based activity: after having pupils research the 

conditions in Richmond Castle and similar locations or just by using visual 

cues, have pupils come up with words and phrases that describe how the 

conscientious objectors might have felt in these cells. 

 Focusing on the Richmond Sixteen, pupils might try to put themselves in the 

mindset of a specific objector and write a poem or letter from their perspective. 

 How effective do you think the Women’s International Congress was as a 

protest? – was it more or less effective than the Conscientious Objectors in the 

short term?  What about the long term?  

 

 Use the visual resources on the English Heritage to help pupils understand the ways 

propaganda was used against conscientious objectors. 

 You could have pupils analyse the cartoons and posters to find out how 

objectors were commonly portrayed. 

 Do pupils think this kind of propaganda would be effective? Why or why not? 

 Pupils could create their own posters and cartoons trying to either condemn or 

support conscientious objectors. 

 

 Compare and contrast poems in support of and against the First World War. Anti-war 

poems such as Dulce Et Decorum Est (p. 100, NSI resource book), Munitions by Helen 

Drinks (p. 95) or Dead Man’s Dump (p. 21) or On Passing the New Menin Gate (available 

online via the Peace Pledge Union) can be compared with more positive or less graphic 

views of the war such as The Soldier (p. 20), For the Fallen (available online via the 

Peace Pledge Union), and War Loan (p. 95). 

 Discuss in groups what makes the language of these poems interesting and/or 

surprising. 

 What can you tell about the attitudes of the poets? Why might they have such 

strong feelings about the war? 

 

http://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
http://www.menwhosaidno.org/context/context_prison.html
http://www.menwhosaidno.org/context/context_prison.html
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-england/modern/richmond-sixteen/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/richmond-castle/richmond-graffiti/attitudes-to-cos/
http://www.ppu.org.uk/learn/poetry/LPpoetryww1_menin.html
http://www.ppu.org.uk/learn/poetry/LPpoetryww1_fallen.html
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 Ask students to think about what the different experiences of conscripts and objectors 

might have been such as:  

 Being forced to leave home, being frightened, having to stand up to your 

country, fighting others, refusing to serve, being treated harshly for your views 

 The experiences of people from different classes and backgrounds as well as 

how experiences might have differed across nations 

 

 Based on the ideas and feelings the pupils have examined around the ideas of 

conscription and objection, get pupils to start writing their own poetry, creating their 

own artwork, or writing their own song, based around these ideas. 

 Keep in mind Dr Martin Stephen’s rules for poetry  

 

 You could make a “graffiti wall” in homage to the Richmond Sixteen who wrote and 

drew on the walls to pass on and preserve their messages. Pupils could use page 97 of 

the NSI resource and English Heritage’s gallery of Richmond graffiti to get an idea of 

the messages, artwork and poetry that were passed along and try to add their own 

ideas and messages. 

 

 If pupils would like to write a song about the themes discussed, they can do so via an 

app, Trackd, which allows them to use an existing backing track and record their own 

lyrics, or start from scratch!  Follow the instructions on our website. 

 

 

 

We would love you to send us any work that is produced!  Our poetry, art, and song 

competition has now closed but we will still be delighted to see any work and to hear how our 

resources have been used. If you have any feedback or ideas about the resource or this lesson 

plan please get in touch!   

Email: enquiries@neversuchinnocence.com    Tel: 0207 836 2603 

 

http://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
http://neversuchinnocence.com/articles/download/767
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/richmond-castle/richmond-graffiti/cell-block-graffiti1
http://neversuchinnocence.com/view/songs_of_the_centenary_
mailto:enquiries@neversuchinnocence.com

